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An act to amend Section 34507.5 of the Vehicle Code, relating to

vehicles.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 34507.5 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

34507.5. (a) A motor carrier, as defined in Section 408, a motor carrier of
property, and a for-hire motor carrier of property, as defined in Section 34601, shall
obtain a carrier identification number from the department. Application for a carrier

identification number shall be on a form furnished by the department. The department

may furnish the form online and require the form to be completed and submitted
electronically via the department’s Internet Web site. Information provided in connection

with an application for a carrier identification number shall be_true and accurate, and

updated by a motor carrier upon request from the-department:_department and within
15 days of any change of address or cessation of regulated activity at any of the motor

(1) A motor carrier required to obtain a carrier identification number shall first
obtain a United States Department of Transportation number from the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration and provide that number on the application for a carrier
identification number. The department shall not assign a carrier identification number
unless the application includes the United States Department of Transportation number
assigned to, and properly identifying, the motor carrier.

(2) A motor carrier shall ensure information associated with the United States
Department of Transportation number assigned to the motor carrier is true and accurate.
The information shall be updated as required by Part 390.19 of Title 49 of the Code
of Federal Regulations, before the motor carrier operates a commercial motor vehicle,
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at least once every two calendar years, and within 15 days of any change of information
or cessation of regulated activity.

(b) The carrier identification number assigned to the motor carrier under whose
operating authority or motor carrier permit the vehicle or combination of vehicles is
being operated shall be displayed on both sides of each vehicle, or on both sides of at
least one motor vehicle in each combination of the following vehicles:

(1) Each vehicle set forth in Section 34500.

(2) A motortruck of two or more axles that is more than 10,000 pounds gross
vehicle weight rating.

(3) Any other motortruck or motor vehicle used to transport property for
compensation.

(c) A vehicle or combination of vehicles listed in subdivision (b) that is operated
under a rental agreement with a term of not more than 30 calendar days shall meet all
of the following requirements:

(1) Have displayed on both sides of each vehicle or on both sides of one of the
vehicles in each combination of vehicles the name or trademark of the lessor.

(2) Have displayed on both sides of each vehicle or on both sides of one of the
vehicles in each combination of vehicles any of the following numbers issued to the
lessor:

(A) The carrier identification number issued by the United States Department
of Transportation.

(B) A valid operating authority number.

(C) A valid motor carrier of property number.
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(3) (A) Have in the vehicle or combination of vehicles a copy of the rental
agreement entered into by the lessor and the vehicle operator.

(B) The rental agreement shall be available for inspection immediately upon the
request of an authorized employee of the department, a regularly employed and salaried
police officer or deputy sheriff, or a reserve police officer or reserve deputy sheriff
listed pursuant to Section 830.6 of the Penal Code.

(C) If the rented vehicle or combination of vehicles is operated in conjunction
with a commercial enterprise, the rental agreement shall include the operator’s carrier
identification number or motor carrier of property permit number.

(d) A vehicle or combination of vehicles that is in compliance with Section
390.21 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations shall be deemed to be in
compliance with subdivision (c).

(e) This section does not apply to any of the following vehicles:

(1) A vehicle described in subdivision (f) of Section 34500, that is operated by
a private carrier as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 34601, if the gross vehicle
weight rating of the towing vehicle is 10,000 pounds or less, or the towing vehicle is
a pickup truck, as defined in Section 471. This exception does not apply to a vehicle
combination described in subdivision (k) of Section 34500.

(2) A vehicle described in subdivision (g) of Section 34500, that is operated by
a private carrier as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 34601, if the hazardous material
transportation does not require the display of placards pursuant to Section 27903, a
license pursuant to Section 32000.5, or hazardous waste hauler registration pursuant

to Section 25163 of the Health and Safety Code.
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(3) A historical vehicle, as described in Section 5004, and a vehicle that displays
special identification plates in accordance with Section 5011.

(4) An implement of husbandry as defined in Chapter 1 (commencing with
Section 36000) of Division 16.

(5) A vehicle owned or operated by an agency of the federal government.

(6) A pickup truck, as defined in Section 471, and a two-axle daily rental truck
with a gross vehicle weight rating of less than 26,001 pounds, when operated in
noncommercial use.

(f) Subdivision (b) does not apply to the following:

(1) A vehicle that displays a valid identification number assigned by the United
States Secretary of the Department of Transportation.

(2) A vehicle that is regulated by, and that displays a valid operating authority
number issued by, the Public Utilities Commission, including a household goods carrier
as defined in Section 5109 of the Public Utilities Code.

(3) A for-hire motor carrier of passengers.

(g) The display of the carrier identification number shall be in sharp contrast to
the background, and shall be of a size, shape, and color that it is readily legible during
daylight hours from a distance of 50 feet.

(h) The carrier identification number for a company no longer in business, no
longer operating with the same name, or no longer operating under the same operating
authority, identification number, or motor carrier permit shall be removed before sale,

transfer, or other disposal of a vehicle marked pursuant to this section.
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SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of
Article XIII B of the California Constitution because the only costs that may be incurred
by a local agency or school district will be incurred because this act creates a new
crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime
or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code, or changes
the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the

California Constitution.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

Bill No.
as introduced,

General Subject: Vehicles: motor carriers: identification numbers.

Existing federal law requires a motor carrier, as defined, to file an application
form with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration to obtain a United States
Department of Transportation number before beginning operations and every 24 months,
as specified.

Existing law requires, except as specified, a motor carrier, motor carrier of
property, and for-hire motor carrier of property to obtain a carrier identification number
from the Department of the California Highway Patrol and requires the carrier
identification number to be displayed on both sides of each vehicle or on both sides of
at least one motor vehicle in each combination of specified vehicles. A violation of
the Vehicle Code is punishable as an infraction.

This bill would authorize the Department of the California Highway Patrol to

furnish the application form for a carrier identification number on its Internet Web site
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and require electronic submission of the form. The bill would also require a motor
carrier required to obtain a carrier identification number to first obtain a United States
Department of Transportation number before submitting an application for a carrier
identification number. The bill would require a motor carrier required to obtain a carrier
identification number to ensure information on its application form is updated, as
specified, and is true and accurate. Because a violation of the Vehicle Code is punishable
as an infraction, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and
school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish
procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a
specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. State-mandated local

program: yes.
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