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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

Bill No.
as introduced,

General Subject: Environmental license plates: fees.

Existing law authorizes the issuance of environmental license plates, also referred
to as personalized license plates, upon application of the registered owner or lessee of
a vehicle, Existing law imposes a fee, in addition to the regular registration fee, of $38
for the renewal, retention, transfer, or duplication of the environmental license plates.
Existing law requires that all revenue derived from these fees be deposited in the
California Environmental License Plate Fund to be used, upon appropriation by the
Legislature, for specified trust purposes.

This bill would, commencing January 1, 2017, increase to $43 the fees for the
- renewal, retention, transfer, or duplication of environmental license plates.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. State-mandated local

program: no.,
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An act to amend, repeal, and add Section 21191 of the Public Resources
Code, and to amend, repeal, and add Sections 5106 and 5108 of the

Vehicle Code, relating to license plates,
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 21191 of the Public Resources Code is amended to read:

21191. (a) The California Environmental License Plate Fund, which supersedes
the California Environmental Protection Program Fund, is continued in existence in
the State Treasury, and consists of the moneys deposited in the fund pursuant to any
provision of law. The Legislature shall establish the amount of fees for environmental
license plates, which shall be not less than forty-eight dollars ($48) for the issuance or
thirty-cight dollars (§38) for the renewal of an environmental license plate,

(b) The Controller shall transfer froxﬁ the California Environmental License Plate
Fund to the Motor Vehicle Account in the State Transportation Fund the amount
appropriated by the Legislature for the reimbursement of costs iticurred by the
Department of Motor Vehicles in performing its duties pursuant to Sections 5004,
5004.5, and 5022 and Article 8.5 (commencing with Section 5100) of Chapter 1 of
Division 3 of the Vehicle Code. The reimbursement from the California Environmental
License Plate Fund shall only include those additional costs which are directly
attributable to any additional duties or special handling necessary for the issuance,
renewal, or retention of the environmental license plates.

(c) The Controller shall transfer to the post fund of the Veterans’ Home of
California, established pursuant to Section 1047 of the Military and Veterans Code,
all revenue derived from the issuance of prisoner of war special license plates pursuant
to Section 5101.5 of the Vehicle Code less the administrative costs of the Department

of Motor Vehicles in that regard.
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(d) The Director of Motor Vehicles shall certify the amounts of the administrative
costs of the Department of Motor Vehicles in subdivision tc) to the Controller.

{(¢) The balance of the moneys in the California Environmental License Plate
Fund shall be available for expenditure onl:} for the exclusive trust purposes specified
in Section 21190, upon appropriation by the Legislature. However, all moneys derived
from the issuance of commemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized license plates in the
California Environmental License Plate Fund shall be used only for capital outlay
purposes.

(f) All proposed appropriations for the program shall be summarized in a section
in the Governor’s Budget for each fiscal year and shall bear the caption “California |
Environmental Protection Program.” The section shall contain a separate description
of each project for which an appropriation is made. All of these appropriations shall
be made to the department performing the project and accounted for separately,

(g) The budget the Governor presents to the Legislature pursnant to subdivision
(a) of Section 12 of Article IV of the California Constitution shall inciude, as proposed
appropriations for the California Environmental Protection Program, only projects and
programs recommended for funding by the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency
pursuant to subdivision (a) of VSection 21193, The Secrctary of the Natural Resources
Agency shall consult with the Secretary for Environmental Protection before making
any recommendations to fund projects pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 21190,

(h) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2017, and as of that
date is repealed, unless a later gnacted statute, that is enacted hefore January 1, 2017,

deletes or extends that date.
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SEC. 2. Section 21191 is added to the Public Resources Code, o read:

21191, (a) The California Environmentat License Plate Fund is hereby created
in the State Treasury, and consists of the monéys deposited in the fund pursuant to any
Jaw. The annual fee for environmental license plates is forty-cight dollars ($48) for the
issuance or forty-three dollars ($43) for the renewal of the plates.

(b) The Controller shall transfer from the California Environmental License Plate
Fund to the Motor Vehicle Account in the State Transportation Fund the amount
appropriated by the Le gislature for the reimbursement of costs incurred by the
Department of Motor Vehicles in performing its duties pursuant to Sections 5004,
5004.5, and 5022 and Article 8.5 (commencing with Section 5100) of Chapter 1 of
Division 3 of the Vehicle Code. The reimbursement from the California Environmental
License Plate Fund shall only include those additional costs that ai'e directly attributable
to any additional duties or special handling necessary for the issuance, renewal, or
retention of the environmental license plates.

(¢) The Controller shall transfer to the post fund of the Veterans’ Home of
~ California, established pursuant to Section 1047 of the Military and Veterans Code,
all revenue derived from the issuance of prisoner of war special license plates pursuant
to Section 5101.5 of the Vehicle Code less the administrative costs of the Department
of Motor Vehicles incurred in issuing and renewing those plates.

(d) The Director of Motor Vehicles shall certify the amounts of the administrative
costs of the Department of Motor Vehicles in subdivision (¢} to the Controller.,

(e) The balance of the moneys in the California Environmental License Plate

Fund shall be available for expenditure only for the exclusive trust purposes specified
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in Section 21190, upon appropriation by the Legislature, However, all moneys derived
from the issuance of conﬁmemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized license plates in the
California Environmental License Plate Fund shall be used only for capital outlay
purposes.

(f) All proposed appropriations for the California Environmental Protection

- Program shall be summarized in a section in the Governor’s Budget for each fiscal

year and shall bear the caption “California Environmental Protection Program.” The
section shall contain a separate describtion of each project for which an appropriation
is made. Each of these appropriations shall be made to the department performing the
project and accounted for separately.

(g) The budget the Governor presents to the Legislature pursuant to subdivision
(a) of Section 12 of Article IV of the California Constitution shall include, as proposed
appropriations for the California Environmental Protection Program, only projects and
programs recommended for funding by the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 21193, The Secretary of the Natural Resources
Agency shall consult with the Secretary for Environmental Protection before making
any recommendations to fund projects pursuant to subdivision () of Section 21190,

(h) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2017,

SEC. 3. Section 5106 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

5106. (a)In addition to the regular registration fee ot a permanent trailer

identification fee, the applicant shall be charged a fee of forty-eight dollars ($48) for

issuance of environmental license plates.
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(b) In addition to the regular renewal fee or a permanent trailer identification
fee for the vehicle to which the plates arc assigned, the applicant for a renewal of
environmental license plates shall be charged an additional fee of thirty-eight dollars
- {$38). An applicant with a permanent trailer identification plate shall be charged an
annual fee of thirty-eight dollars ($38) for renewal of environmental license plates,
However, applicants for renewal of prisoner—bf-—war spemal license plates issued under
Section 5101.5 shall not Be charged the additional renewal fee under this subdivision.

(¢) When payment of renewal fees is not required as specified in Section 4000,
the holder of any environmental license plate may retain the plate upon payment of an
annual fee of thirty-eight dollars ($38). The fee shall be due at the expiration of the
registration year of the vehicle to which the environmental license plate was last
assigned. However, applicants for retention of prisoner-of-war special license plates
issued under Section 5101.5 shall not be charged the additional retention fee under this
subdivision.

(d) Notwithstanding Section 9265, the applicant for a duplicate environmental

license plate shall be charged a fee of thirty-eight dollars ($38).

(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2017, and as of that
date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2017,

deletes gr extends that date.

SEC. 4. Section 5106 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read:

5106. (a)In addition to the regular registration fee or a permanent trailer
identification fee, the applicant shall be charged a fee of forty-eight dollars ($48) for

issuance of environmental license plates.
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(b} In addition to the regular renewal fee or a permanent trailer identification
fee for the vehicle to which the plates are assigned, the applicant for a renewal of
environmental license plates shall be charged an additional fee of forty-three dollars
(843). An applicant with a permanent trailer identification plate shall be charged an
annual fee of forty-thtee dollars ($43) for renewal of environmental license plates.
However, applicants for renewal of prisonet-of-war special license plates issued under
Section 5101.5 shall not be charged the additional renewal fee under this subdivision.

(c) When payment of renewal fees is not required as specified in Section 4000,
the holder of any environmental license plate may retain the plate upon payment of an
annual fee of forty-three dollars ($43), The fee shall be due af the expiration of the
registration year of the vehicle to which the environmental license plate was last
assigned. However, applicants for retention of prisoner-of-war special license plates
issued under Section 5101.5 shall not be charged the additional retention fee under this
subdivision,

(d) Notwithstanding Section 9265, the applicant for a duplicate environmental
license plate shall be charged a fee of forty-three dollars ($43).

(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2017,

SEC. 5. Scction 5108 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

5108. (a) Whenever any person who has been issued environmental license
plates applies to the department for transfer of the plates to another passenger vebicle,
commercial moto;r vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer, a transfer fee of thirty-eight doliars

(338) shall be charged in addition to all other appropriate fees.
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b) This section shall remain in effect ntil January 1, 2017, and as of that

date is repealed, unless a later enacted stafute, that is enacted before January 1, 2017,

deletes or extends that date.

SEC. 6. Section 5108 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read:

5108. (a) Whenever any person who has been issued environmental license

plates applies to the department for transfer of the plates to another passénger vehicie,

commercial motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer, a transfer fee of forty-three dollars

($43) shall be charged in addition to all other appropriate fees.

(b) This section shall become operative on Jatwary 1, 2017,
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