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Finding and Using the  
Data You Need 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning!  I’m here to take you on the adventure  of AFF!  

What’s now on the new AFF. 
   American Community Survey 	Annual Survey of Manufactures 
   Decennial Census 		Economic Census 
   Population Estimates		Business Expenses Survey 		
			Nonemployer Statistics
   			Business Patterns 			
   			Commodity Flow Survey 		
			Survey of Business Owners 

We are going to look at the data available from both the 2010 Census and the American Community Survey. 
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How you 
feel… 

What we are 
hoping for… 



Give your Feedback!! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Quick word about browsers.  I’m using IE 8.0.  I haven’t had any browser problems with AFF.  But I understand that the Census Bureau has said that AFF2 is optimized for Firefox 3.5 or greater.  So if you have trouble with the features we talk about, it may be the browser.    

This is the Main Page of AFF2.

[CLICK]
In the upper right corner, you will see a link for “Feedback” – The Census Bureau needs your Feedback!!  This is the primary way that AFF2 will get fixed - tell them of a problem or make a suggestion.  And they are listening – several things have already been fixed. 

(STAY ON THE MAIN PAGE)



Primary Data Selection Tools 
Use these tool bars to focus your search. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your primary search selections can be made with the four options on the left side.  

I start with “Topic” first.  As you work in AFF2, you will notice that selections in one area will determine what shows up in the others.  

Clicking on “Topics” or “Search” on the top bar will change the screen to the “Search  Results” page.  

(CLICK ON “TOPICS”)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you click on Search on the top menu bar, you see the search page with no  results and some clues on what to do 

[CLICK]  When you click on Topics, you will get the search results page.   

By default, the “Topics” menu will expand to seven top level choices.   Let’s explore what is in each one.

When something is selected, it appears in the “Your Selections” box at the top and is removed from the list under topics. 
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Characteristics for these items 

MOST IMPORTANT – first select the 
Program (“ACS” or “Census”) then the 
Dataset (ex: 1-, 3-, or 5-year ACS).  

Don’t limit this or you may miss 
something useful! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By default, the “Topics” menu will expand to seven top level choices.   Let’s explore what is in each one.

FIRST: select the “Program” –  usually this will be Decennial Census or ACS

SECOND:  Choose the “Dataset” – in ACS which file (1,3,5-year) / in Census SF1 or SF2

THIRD:  What do you want to count – people or housing?  Probably “People”.  Choose your characteristic.  
    Labor Force data are classified under “Employment Status”
    “Origins” – this covers a lot including migration, foreign born, etc.  Not just “Hispanic Origin” 

Product Type:  (DON’T LIMIT THIS OR YOU MAY MISS SOMETHING USEFUL!!)  EXPLAIN!!
Data Profile and Quick Table are similar – high level collection of basic data
Subject Tables – a collection of info about a specific population or characteristic, example, vets, education, etc. 
Detailed Table – the source for everything else – the tables from the Summary Files
Geographic Comparison Table – data on one topic, such as income for areas of one type like state.
Geographic Header – the geographic codes for each area (no characteristic data)
Ranking Table 




 
Very Important . . .  

 

The selections you choose must 
appear in the Your Selections box 
in order to search for the correct 

information. 
 

Use the “red X” to remove a 
single selection or “clear all 

selections” link to remove all.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look at the “Your Selections” box in the upper left corner.  You can remove items individually or all of them.  

But your selections MUST appear in this box to affect the search results. 

A new feature is that the Your Selections box will always be displayed in the upper left corner.  Even when you scroll down the page.   

Now let’s move on to “Geographies”




NEXT:  Specify your  Geography 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

We select Topics FIRST because the data set will affect what geographies are available. 
	




When you click on “Geographies”, a 
selection overlay will open.  The overlay 

defaults to the “List” tab.   

This selection option is very similar to 
the geographic process from the 

old American FactFinder.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the four tabs at the top of the panel – List, Name,  Address, & Map  The default tab is by “List”. 

The “List” tab is new and emulates the selection process that was in the old AFF.    Let’s start there. 

Select the type of geography you need. 





You are guided through the selection process.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Step through your options. 




You are guided through the selection process.   

Select your geography and click the  
“Add to your selections” button.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes





“Name” Geography Tab 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The “Name” geography tab used to be the default for the new AFF. 

The Census Bureau has greatly improved the Text Search at the top.  It is much better than it was when AFF was launched.   Demonstrate the search. 

There are three panels on the overlay:

[CLICK]  
“Your Geography Filters”  - Geographic Filters are geographic search criteria – not for the DATA SEARCH. 

[CLICK]
“Geography Filter Options”  - first select the geographic type you want then filter from the top down – state > county > tract  or state > county > Place.

[CLICK]
“Results” -  This is the list of geography you can choose.   You can expand the page size.  To select, either check the box and click “Add” or just click on the Geography Name.  
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NOTHING is actually selected until 
you click on a “Geography Name” or 

check the box and click on “Add” 

Working the “Filter Options”: 
1. Start with the geog level you 
want to end up with. 
2.  “Drill down” using the 
“Within” selections to narrow 
the results list.  
3.  You MUST watch the “Your 
Selections” box to make sure 
your final geographic criteria 
shows up.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Working the “Filter Options”:

Let’s assume we want all census tracts in Alameda County, California

[CLICK]    1. Start with the geog level you want to end up with – Geographic Type.

[CLICK]    2.  “Drill down” using the “Within” selections to narrow the results list. 

[CLICK]    3.  You MUST watch the “Your Selections” box to make sure your final geographic criteria shows up.   

Note that this is not the same as the “Your Geography Filters” box on the geography overlay. 





Address Tab 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use this tab to identify/select the census geography for a specific address.  This is useful for grant program to see if an area qualifies. 



Close the Geography Overlay 



NEXT:  Specify your race/ethnicity group 

IMPORTANT!!  The “Race and Ethnic Groups” selections ONLY apply to  
the 2000 Census Summary Files 2 and 4, 2010 Census Summary 
File 2, and the new 2006-2010 ACS Selected Population  Tables and 
American Indian Native Tables.    

To find race specific tables in other files, select that file in “Topics” and 
“Narrow your search” by typing in the race group.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes

We select Topics FIRST because the data set will affect what race groups are available. 

The file you select must have RECORDS for race groups, not just  tables in the files for individual races.     SF 1 vs. SF2
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Race/Ethnicity Overlay 



18 

Race/Ethnicity Selections 

There can be different race categories for 
census and ACS products.   However, the 
different will can be consistent over time 
for major groups.    

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Race, ethnicity, ancestry or AIAN tribes have 3-digit codes.

These codes change over time primarily to add new races.   But the main race groups have remained the same codes. 
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Frequently used race/ethnicity codes:  
 

001 Total Population 
400 Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
451 White alone, not Hispanic or Latino 
453 Black alone, not Hispanic or Latino 
455 American Indian and Alaska Native alone, not Hispanic or 
    Latino 
457 Asian alone, not Hispanic or Latino 
459 Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, not  
    Hispanic or Latino 
461 Some other race alone, not Hispanic or Latino 
463 Two or more races, not Hispanic or Latino 

 

Race/Ethnicity Selections 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These race codes are consistent for the 2000 & 2010 censuses and the ACS. Selected Population Tables (SPT).
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When you close the Selections overlays, you 
are back at the Search page.  The Your 
Selections box (at left) should reflect all of 
your search criteria. 
 
The Search Results pane (below) now has the 
data tables that match your search criteria. 
 



Let’s Explore the Search Results Pane 

“i” (information) icon opens 
a table shell similar to  

“What’s This?”  
on Legacy AFF 

“Dataset” =  
Source file 

Table Title – click 
to view table 

Table 
# 

Table 
Selector 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s explore the search results panel.  

Table Selector -  a checkbox to select a table for viewing or download

Table # or ID -  QT = Quick Table / DP = Demographic Profile / CP = Comparison Profile  (1-year ACS ONLY) /  GCT = Geographic Comparison Table / DETAIL TABLES:  P & PCT = Population table; H & HCT = Housing table; B&C for ACS Pop & Hsg /  S = Subject Tables / G = Geographic Header    

SORT ORDER by ID – but it is a text sort, not numerical – P11 will come before P2.  Sort is better for ACS.

Table Title – title of the table or the profile contents. 

Dataset – the source of the data – year and file

“i” – the information about the table including a table shell.  This is similar to the “What’s This?” button on legacy AFF.
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To access the data… 

When you check a 
table to view,  your 

action bar becomes 
active.  Click “View” to 

see the table.    

To view a table, simply 
click on the table title.   

When you select a table,  
click “Download” to save 

a file to your computer    

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you have made your selections, [CLICK] to view only one data table, click on the table title.

To view or download multiple tables, [CLICK]  click in the check boxes.   Then click “View” to see the data or [CLICK]  “Download” to copy the selected tables to your computer.
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Page through 
Selected Tables 

Action Bar 

Detail Table – multi-geog. 

NOTE: For information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/pl94-171.pdf 
  
NOTE: Change to the California, Connecticut, Mississippi, New Hampshire, Virginia, and Washington P. L. 94-171 Summary Files as delivered.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s look at the features on the table display page:

Page through Selected Tables – if you select more than one table or report, you can page through them here.

Note the “correction note”

Action Bar – use options on this bar to modify the table, bookmark or safe the query, or download the data.  NOTE:  the Create a Map option and tab will only activate if you have selected more than one area in the same type.  Such as census tracts in a county or counties in a state.  

Let’s “Modify the Table”…
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you click on “Modify the Table”, you see the Table Tools bar with several options.  You can:

[CLICK]    Hide or show columns or rows.
[CLICK]    Collapse or expand data categories
[CLICK]    Rearrange columns and rows

And you can “Transpose the Rows and Columns”
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NOTE:  The sort and filter options 
will not work for ACS data with a 
Margin of  Error.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can “Transpose the Rows and Columns” which may make the table easier to read and to use.   

[CLICK]  Note that when you change the table so that the geography is down the page, additional options are available on the table:

[CLICK]   Sort the data
[CLICK]   Filter the rows by the data (such as the number below 1000 or above 3500)

When you click on the “Hide Table Tools”, the table is shown with your modifications. ..  

(CLICK)   - Note:  For the ACS, these additional options  are not available because the arrangement of a table includes the MOE in the same column as the estimate and sorting will separate the two. 




When you click on the “Hide 
Table Tools”, the table is shown 
with your modifications.    
However, if you download the 
file, you will get the entire table, 
without your modifications. 
 
And you have a note that this 
table has been modified. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

When you click on the “Hide Table Tools”, the table is shown with your modifications.    

Now download the data…




Full table in a zip file 
– usually “single file” 

Modified table in 
an Excel or pdf  
file 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

When you click “Download” you will get two options.   

(1)  Database-compatible:  Download the file to a csv in a zip file, you will get the entire table, without your modifications.   With variables across the top and geography on the left.   If you are going to keep the data in Excel and the data type is not important, select “Data and annotations in a single file”.  

(2)  Presentation-Ready:  Download to Excel or PDF, you get the table with your modifications.  




Presenter
Presentation Notes

In AFF2, your “session” will be ended after 30 minutes of inactivity.  So, be sure to bookmark or save your query, before you go to that meeting!

Click on “Bookmark”  on the Action Bar.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

When you click on the “Create Bookmark” button, [CLICK] you get your browser’s function box to add a bookmark or favorite. 

When you click on the “Save Query”, [CLICK] you will see the standard window for downloading a file to your computer.  This file has an “.aff” extension (for American FactFinder).  Save this file to your computer.  

Depending up on the complexity of your query, you will get a box with both options or only the option to “Save Query”.  If you have modified the table, you will only have the option to “Save Query”. 

If you are given the option, consider what you plan to do.  If you want to share your query with someone else, then it may be better to “Save the Query”.    In addition, if you have a standard level of geography, you can create a query and use it as a base for future inquiries.   For example to create all the cities in your MSA. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

To Load a Saved Query, go to the AFF2 main page – lower right corner. 

[CLICK]    Browse to the file and click OK.  The table should open. 

Use the Query to save time!!!  Create a query with your most frequently asked for geography!  Then load it when you start a new request. 

You can also use “Deep Linking” to quickly get what you want.  




 Create a link that goes straight to a table, a 
profile, or search results with the specified 
geography 

 Very useful to direct users directly to the data 
they need.   

 Can be used to add links from your website 
to the data you your area on AFF. 

 Deep Linking Guide - 
factfinder2.census.gov/legacy/AFF_deep_linki
ng_guide.pdf  
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http://factfinder2.census.gov/legacy/AFF_deep_linking_guide.pdf�
http://factfinder2.census.gov/legacy/AFF_deep_linking_guide.pdf�


 This link goes to the Economic Data Profile 
for the ACS 2006-2010 file.  It will return 
data for Mendocino County and all of the 
census tracts in the county.   
 

 http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.
0/en/ACS/10_5YR/DP03/0500000US06045|
0500000US06045.14000  
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http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_5YR/DP03/0500000US06045|0500000US06045.14000�
http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_5YR/DP03/0500000US06045|0500000US06045.14000�
http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_5YR/DP03/0500000US06045|0500000US06045.14000�


Required elements: 
factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en 
Program – Dataset – Table: 
/ACS/      10_5YR/   DP03 
Geography: 
/0500000US06045|0500000US06045.14000  
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Mendocino County Mendocino County - census tracts 



0500000US06045.14000 for Mendocino Co. tracts: 
Details for the “base” geography: 
050 Summary Level (050 = county level) 
00 Geographic Component (“00” most of the time) 
00 Congressional District vintage (“00” most of the time) 
US default (probably versus “PR” for Puerto Rico) 
06 State code (06 = California) 
045 County Code (045 = Mendocino County)  
.  divider to nest the following geography within the 

         base geography 
140 Summary level 
00 Geographic Component again. 
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 ACS data for Block Groups are not available on 
American FactFinder. 

 Not every table in the 5-year file will be available by 
block group.   

 For a complete list of tables and their geography, see the 
documentation at 
www2.census.gov/acs2010_5yr/summaryfile/ACS_2006
-2010_SF_Tech_Doc.pdf  

 There is an Excel 7.0+ extraction tool that will provide 
block group data.  The User Guide is at 
www2.census.gov/acs2010_1yr/summaryfile/UserTools/
SFRetrievalToolUsersGuide.pdf  
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http://www2.census.gov/acs2010_5yr/summaryfile/ACS_2006-2010_SF_Tech_Doc.pdf�
http://www2.census.gov/acs2010_5yr/summaryfile/ACS_2006-2010_SF_Tech_Doc.pdf�
http://www2.census.gov/acs2010_1yr/summaryfile/UserTools/SFRetrievalToolUsersGuide.pdf�
http://www2.census.gov/acs2010_1yr/summaryfile/UserTools/SFRetrievalToolUsersGuide.pdf�
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Other Useful Resources: 
• User Handbooks on the American Community Survey - 

www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/handbooks/  
 

• 2010 Census Block and Census Tract Maps - 
www.census.gov/rdo/data/2010_census_redistricting_map_suite.html  

 
• California State Data Center - www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/ 

Selected data extracts from Census 2010 and ACS for state, county, places.  Census 
2010 for census tracts and ZIP Code areas. 
 

• Circular Area Profiles - mcdc.missouri.edu/websas/caps10c.html  
Create 2010 census profiles from a radius around a point you specify.  
 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/handbooks/�
http://www.census.gov/rdo/data/2010_census_redistricting_map_suite.html�
http://www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/�
http://mcdc.missouri.edu/websas/caps10c.html�
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Questions?  Call Me. 
Nancy Gemignani,  
Research Specialist 

California State Data Center 
www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/  

 
nancy.gemignani@dof.ca.gov 

(916) 327-0103  x 2550 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/�
mailto:julie.hoang@dof.ca.gov�
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