
Let’s take an in-depth look at the geography available in the 
Decennial Censuses and the American Community Survey. 
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There are two different types of geography – legal and statistical.

Legal jurisdictions have legally described boundaries which cannot 
change without legal steps.  

Note that “Incorporated Cities” are included in the “Places” 
classification. 

In California, incorporated cities cannot cross county 
boundaries.
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Statistical geography is an area that is created to identify an area for 
the tabulation of census data only.  

CCD are not commonly used in CA – they are here as an equivalent 
level of geography to Minor Civil Divisions in some states in the East.

CDP boundaries are drawn by the local partner, the State Data Center, 
or the Census Bureau.  
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Census Tracts are small, relatively permanent statistical subdivisions of a 
county that are updated by local participants prior to each decennial census 
as part of the Census Bureau’s Participant Statistical Areas Program.   The 
primary purpose of census tracts is to provide a stable set of geographic 
units for the presentation of statistical data. 

A census tract usually covers a contiguous area; however, the land area of 
census tracts varies widely depending on the density of settlement. Census 
tract boundaries are delineated with the intention of being maintained over a 
long time so that statistical comparisons can be made from census to 
census. Census tracts occasionally are split due to population growth or 
merged as a result of substantial population decline. 
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Census Tract 12 is bounded by R Street, 12 Street, N Street, 15th

street, Capitol Ave, 21st Street back to R Street

We are in tract 11.01
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The blue dotted line is a voting district boundary.
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You can find the census geography for a particular address on 
American FactFinder.  

9



*  There are 1,523 whole places (sumlev 160).     Four places are split 
by counties = 1,527 in sumlev 155.

02812 Aromas CDP – Monterey and San Benito

38604 Kingvale CDP – Nevada and Placer

38646 Kirkwood CDP – Amador and Alpine

77728 Tahoma CDP – El Dorado and Placer

There are cases where the name of a CDP and the name of a city are 
the same – for example, Burbank city in LA county and Burbank CDP 
in Santa Clara County.  So pay attention to the label.  
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Last bullet – important when trying to match census data to tabulations 
of your own data. 
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Counts in California:  Urbanized Areas {59} and Urban Clusters {152}

Central Place—The 2010 Census urban areas will no longer include one 
or more designated central places. In preceding censuses, the central place 
included all incorporated or census designated places included in the urban 
area title, plus additional incorporated areas that met a population size 
criterion. The concept of central place for urban areas no longer is being 
applied. 

Urban Area Titles and Codes—The title of each UA and UC may contain 
up to three incorporated place or census designated place (CDP) names and 
will include the two-letter U.S. Postal Service abbreviation for each state or 
statistically equivalent entity into which the UA or UC extends. 

Criteria - http://www.census.gov/geo/www/ua/2010urbanruralclass.html 
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Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs) are geographic areas for which the 
Census Bureau provides selected extracts of raw data from a small sample 
of census records that are screened to protect confidentiality. These extracts 
are referred to as public use microdata sample (PUMS) files. 

For the 2010 Census, each state, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and 
some Island Area participants delineated PUMAs for use in presenting 
PUMS data based on a 5 percent sample of decennial census or American 
Community Survey data. These areas are required to contain at least 
100,000 people. This is different from Census 2000 when two types of 
PUMAs were defined: a 5 percent PUMA as for 2010 and an additional 
super-PUMA designed to 

Why should you care?  Because with the PUMS file, you can create special 
tabulations that are no available on the standard summary files. 
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