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Race and Ethnicity
History of Collection in the U.S. Decennial Census
• Measured since 1790 Census

• Census form has reflected changes in society

• Influenced by social, political, and economic factors

• 1980 Census – today, Census follows U.S. Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) standards

• Based on self-identification

• Collection and tabulation of multiple race statistics began in Census 
2000

Image source: U.S. Census Bureau Decennial Census Questionnaires. 
1940 Census Questionnaire.
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Link:
Measurement of 
Race and Ethnicity 
Across the Decades: 
1790–2020 
(census.gov)
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U.S. Office of Management and Budget
1997 Standards for Race and Ethnicity
OMB ethnicity categories:

1. Hispanic or Latino

2. Not Hispanic or Latino

OMB race categories:

1. American Indian or Alaska Native

2. Asian

3. Black or African American

4. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

5. White

Respondents may report multiple races

The Census Bureau is required by Congress to use the category “Some Other Race” as a sixth race category on the decennial census

Source: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1997-10-30/pdf/97-28653.pdf
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Separate Ethnicity Question Separate Race Question

• Question designs for 2020 Census 
adhere to 1997 OMB standards for 
race and ethnicity

• The Census Bureau did not use 
combined question format for 
collecting race and ethnicity.

• 1997 OMB standards require two 
separate questions for self-response

• “Middle Eastern or North African” 
(MENA) category not used, but 
detailed MENA responses collected

• Significant changes from 2010 
Census questions for race and 
ethnicity

2020 Census
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Reporting “Multiple” Responses

• Some respondents will report multiple race groups
(e.g., White and Black)

• Some respondents will report multiple detailed groups
(e.g., Native Hawaiian and Samoan)

• These represent the reporting of two or more responses 
across major race categories. Also applies to reporting  
of detailed responses across major race categories    
(e.g., German and African American)

• These represent the reporting of two or more responses 
within major race categories (e.g., Marshallese and Fijian)
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M a r s h a l l e s e   a n d   F i j i a n

X

G e r m a n

X

A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n

2020 Census

Race Question
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• In 2010, if more than two groups were part of a write-in text string on the same line in the race question, we 
prioritized coding race groups over Hispanic origin groups because we were limited to only coding two responses. 

• In 2020, there was no prioritization of responses, enabling all responses to be treated equally.

Coding Rules for Race
2010 Census and 2020 Census
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Race Coding and Tabulation: 
2010 Census and 2020 Census
Coding Impacts on Tabulation in the Race Question
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Decennial Census 
Redistricting 
Data PL 94-171, 
Table P1
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2020 Census
California’s Racial and Ethnic Composition
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2020 Census
California’s Racial and Ethnic Composition
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2020 Census
California’s Racial and Ethnic Composition
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2020 Census
California’s Racial and Ethnic Composition
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2020 Census
California’s Racial and Ethnic Composition



2020CENSUS.GOV

2020 Census
California’s Racial and Ethnic Composition
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2020 Census
California’s Racial and Ethnic Composition
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2020 Census
California’s Racial and Ethnic Composition
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2020 Census
California’s Racial and Ethnic Composition
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Racial and Ethnic Diversity Index for California
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2020 Census2010 Census

Diversity Index for California Counties
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2010 Census

2020 Census

Race and Ethnicity Prevalence for 
California
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Race and Ethnicity Data Viz Racial Ethnic Diversity Data Viz

DATA GEMS: How Can I Visualize Race and Hispanic Origin Data from the 2020 and 2010 Census?

DATA GEMS: How Can I Access Data About Race and Ethnic Diversity from the 2020 and 2010 Census?

http://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/race-and-ethnicity-in-the-united-state-2010-and-2020-census.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/racial-and-ethnic-diversity-in-the-united-states-2010-and-2020-census.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems/2021/how-to-visualize-race-and-hispanic-origin-data-from-the-2020-and-2010-census.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems/2021/how-to-access-data-about-race-and-ethnic-diversity-from-the-2020-and-2010-census.html
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2020 U.S. Population More 
Racially and Ethnically Diverse 

Than Measured in 2010

Improved Race and Ethnicity 
Measures Reveal U.S. Population 

Is Much More Multiracial

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/2020-united-states-population-more-racially-ethnically-diverse-than-2010.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/improved-race-ethnicity-measures-reveal-united-states-population-much-more-multiracial.html
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QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION

Race and Ethnicity: 
2020 Census Results for California

Nicholas Jones, Nicholas.A.Jones@census.gov

Bev Pratt, Beverly.M.Pratt@census.gov

mailto:Nicholas.A.Jones@census.gov
mailto:Beverly.M.Pratt@census.gov
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