
Finding and Using the 
Data You Need 

Nancy Gemignani 
California State Data Center 
Department of Finance 
June 1, 2011 

Give your Feedback!! 
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 Primary Data Selection Tools 
Use these tool bars to focus your search. 
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Characteristics for these items 

MOST IMPORTANT – first select the 
Program (“ACS” or “Census”) then the 
Dataset (ex: 1-, 3-, or 5-year ACS). 

Don’t limit this or you may miss 
something useful! 

Very Important . . . 

The selections you choose must 
appear in the Your Selections box 
in order to search for the correct 

information. 

Use the “red X” to remove a 
single selection or “clear all 

selections” link to remove all. 
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NEXT:  Specify your Geography 

When you click on “Geographies”, a 
selection overlay will open.  The overlay 

defaults to the “List” tab. 

This selection option is very similar to 
the geographic process from the 

old American FactFinder. 
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You are guided through the selection process. 

You are guided through the selection process. 

Select your geography and click the  
“Add to your selections” button. 
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“Name” Geography Tab 
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NOTHING is actually selected until 
you click on a “Geography Name” or 

check the box and click on “Add” 

Working the “Filter Options”: 
1. Start with the geog level you 
want to end up with. 
2. “Drill down” using the 
“Within” selections to narrow 
the results list. 
3. You MUST watch the “Your 
Selections” box to make sure 
your final geographic criteria 
shows up. 
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Address Tab 

Close the Geography Overlay 
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NEXT:  Specify your race/ethnicity group 

IMPORTANT!!  The “Race and Ethnic Groups” selections ONLY apply to 
the 2000 Census Summary Files 2 and 4, 2010 Census Summary 
File 2, and the new 2006-2010 ACS Selected Population Tables and 
American Indian Native Tables. 

To find race specific tables in other files, select that file in “Topics” and 
“Narrow your search” by typing in the race group.  
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Race/Ethnicity Overlay 
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Race/Ethnicity Selections 

There can be different race categories for 
census and ACS products.  However, the 
different will can be consistent over time 
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for major groups. 

Race/Ethnicity Selections 

Frequently used race/ethnicity codes: 

001Total Population 
400Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
451White alone, not Hispanic or Latino 
453Black alone, not Hispanic or Latino 
455American Indian and Alaska Native alone, not Hispanic or 

Latino 
457Asian alone, not Hispanic or Latino 
459Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, not 

Hispanic or Latino 
461Some other race alone, not Hispanic or Latino 
463Two or more races, not Hispanic or Latino 
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When you close the Selections overlays, you 
are back at the Search page.  The Your 
Selections box (at left) should reflect all of 
your search criteria. 

The Search Results pane (below) now has the 
data tables that match your search criteria. 

20 

Let’s Explore the Search Results Pane 

“i” (information) icon opens 
a table shell similar to 

“What’s This?” 
on Legacy AFF 

“Dataset” = 
Source file 

Table Title – click 
to view table 

Table 
# 

Table 
Selector 
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To access the data… 

When you check a 
table to view,  your 

action bar becomes 
active.  Click “View” to 

see the table. 

To view a table, simply 
click on the table title. 

When you select a table, 
click “Download” to save 

a file to your computer 

Page through 
Selected Tables 

Action Bar 

NOTE: For information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/pl94-171.pdf 

NOTE: Change to the California, Connecticut, Mississippi, New Hampshire, Virginia, and Washington P. L. 94-171 Summary Files as delivered. 
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Detail Table – multi-geog. 
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http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/pl94-171.pdf
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NOTE: The sort and filter options 
will not work for ACS data with a 
Margin of Error. 
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When you click on the “Hide 
Table Tools”, the table is shown 
with your modifications. 
However, if you download the 
file, you will get the entire table, 
without your modifications. 

And you have a note that this 
table has been modified. 

Full table in a zip file 
– usually “single file” 

Modified table in 
an Excel or pdf 
file 
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 ACS data for Block Groups are not available on 
American FactFinder. 

 Not every table in the 5-year file will be available by 
block group. 

 For a complete list of tables and their geography, see the 
documentation at 
www2.census.gov/acs2010_5yr/summaryfile/ACS_2006 
-2010_SF_Tech_Doc.pdf 

 There is an Excel 7.0+ extraction tool that will provide 
block group data. The User Guide is at 
www2.census.gov/acs2010_1yr/summaryfile/UserTools/ 
SFRetrievalToolUsersGuide.pdf 
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https://www2.census.gov/acs2010_1yr/summaryfile/UserTools
https://www2.census.gov/acs2010_5yr/summaryfile/ACS_2006


Other Useful Resources: 
• User Handbooks on the American Community Survey -

www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/handbooks/ 

• 2010 Census Block and Census Tract Maps -
www.census.gov/rdo/data/2010_census_redistricting_map_suite.html 

• California State Data Center - www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/ 
Selected data extracts from Census 2010 and ACS for state, county, places. Census 
2010 for census tracts and ZIP Code areas. 

• Circular Area Profiles - mcdc.missouri.edu/websas/caps10c.html 
Create 2010 census profiles from a radius around a point you specify. 
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Questions? Call Me. 
Nancy Gemignani, 
Research Specialist 

California State Data Center 
www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/ 

nancy.gemignani@dof.ca.gov 
(916) 327-0103 x 2550 

Thank you! 
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