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The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey design, 
continuous improvement, and data quality

• The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source for local statistics 
on critical planning topics such as age, children, veterans, commuting, education, 
income, and employment

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses and informs over $675 billion of federal 
government spending each year

• Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based federal government uses

• Three key annual data releases:

• 1-year Estimates (for large populations, geographies of 65,000+ population)

• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations, geographies of 
20,000+ population)

• 5-year Estimates (for very small populations, geographies down to Census 
Tracts and Block Groups)

The American Community Survey
The Foundation
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Ancestry
Citizenship
Citizen Voting Age Population
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Weeks Worked
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes, Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built
Year Moved In

HOUSING

The American Community Survey
Content Overview
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The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts



Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area

1-Year Estimates
1-Year Supplemental 

Estimates 5-Year Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Less than 20,000 X

Release Date
(Occurs in the calendar year 
after data collection)

September 15, 2022 October 20, 2022 December 8, 2022

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html
6

The American Community Survey
Availability of 2021 Data Products



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2021/release-schedule.html
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The American Community Survey
ACS Data Releases

2017-2021 ACS 5-Year Release

Data Products Release

5-Year Estimates December 8, 2022

5-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) January 26, 2023

5-Year Variance Replicate Estimates January 26, 2023

2021 ACS 1-Year Release

Data Products Release

1-Year Estimates September 15, 2022

1-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) October 20, 2022

1-Year Supplemental Estimates October 20, 2022



The American Community Survey
Population Controls for the 2021 ACS 1-Year
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• ACS data are controlled so that the number of housing units and people in certain categories are 
consistent with the Census Bureau’s official estimates from the Population Estimates 
Program (PEP).

• The population controls for the 2021 ACS 1-year data products will not be fully informed by the 
2020 Census.

• The 2021 ACS data products will use the Vintage 2021 “Blended Base” population estimates that 
incorporate the 2020 Census, Vintage 2020 population estimates, and the 2020 Demographic 
Analysis (DA).

• In the Blended Base at the national level, population totals come from the decennial census, age and sex detail 
comes from DA, and race and Hispanic origin detail comes from the Vintage 2020 estimates.

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/user-notes/2022-10.html



The American Community Survey
Population Controls for the ACS 5-Year

• The population controls for the ACS 5-year product are the average of the population estimates 
across the 5-year period. 

• For example, the 2016-2020 ACS 5-year used the average of 2016, 2017, …, 2020 population estimates.

• The source of the population estimates is always taken from the best available, consistent time 
series available.

• If the period does not straddle a decennial year, all estimates come from the same version or “vintage” of postcensal 
population estimates. 

• For example, the 2015-2019 ACS 5-year used estimates taken from the Vintage 2019 release of population estimates.

• If the period does straddle a decennial year then the intercensal estimates are used for years prior to the decennial 
and the postcensal estimates are used for the decennial year forward.

• For example, the 2007-2011 ACS 5-year used intercensal estimates for 2007-2009 and postcensal estimates for 2010-
2011 (Vintage 2011)
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The American Community Survey
Population Controls for the 2017-2021 ACS 5-Year

• Due to delays in the 2020 Census processing, the 2010 to 2020 Intercensal Estimates have been 
delayed from 2021 to 2023.

• For the 2017-2021 ACS 5-year we needed to come up with a different solution than we used last 
decade. 

• Vintage 2021 covers only the years 2020 and 2021, not the years prior to 2020

• Vintage 2020 (as released) covers the years 2010 through 2020 but is not informed by the 2020 Census

• The population estimate for 2020 coming from Vintage 2020 and Vintage 2021 differ by over 
2 million nationally so they are clearly not consistent.

• Our solution was to adjust the Vintage 2020 estimates to be consistent with the Vintage 2021 
without using the 2020 Census directly (as those files were still unavailable, even internally).

• Thus, for the 2017-2021 ACS 5-year, we will form the controls sourcing the following:
• Vintage 2021 blended base estimates for 2020-2021

• Internally adjusted Vintage 2020 estimates for 2017-2019 that are consistent with Vintage 2021
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The American Community Survey
ACS Geography Update
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-changes.html

• New Geographies:
• County Subdivisions: 1 new geography in Minnesota

• Elementary School Districts: 1 new geography in Maine

• Incorporated Places: 3 new geographies in Minnesota, Texas, and Wisconsin

• Unified School Districts: 8 new geographies in various states

• Boundary changes due to annexation, disincorporation, and geocoding 
updates



The American Community Survey
Geography Boundaries by Year
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/geography-boundaries-by-year.html



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/user-notes.2020.html

• Improvements made to the question designs, processing, and coding yield a more 
accurate portrait of how people self-identify their Hispanic origin and race within the 
context of a two-question format

• The changes implemented in the 2020 ACS are the same as those implemented in 
the 2020 Census
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The American Community Survey
Improvements to Hispanic Origin and Race Questions



• The instruction to “Print origin, for example” 
was revised to “Print, for example.”

• The example groups were revised from 
“Argentinean, Colombian, Dominican, 
Nicaraguan, Salvadoran, Spaniard, and so on.” 
to “Salvadoran, Dominican, Colombian, 
Guatemalan, Spaniard, Ecuadorian, etc.”

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/user-notes.2020.html
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The American Community Survey
Improvements to Hispanic Origin Question



• The write-in instructions for the "Some Other Race" category 
were updated to better solicit detailed reporting. Whereas 
the 2019 ACS form included the instruction to "Print race," 
the instruction used in the 2020 ACS was updated to "Print 
race or origin

• Write-in response areas were added for the White and Black or 
African American racial categories

• Six examples were provided for each of the write-in fields allocated 
to the "White," "Black or African American," and "American Indian or 
Alaska Native" groups. 

• The checkbox category “Guamanian or Chamorro” was changed to 
“Chamorro”

The American Community Survey
Improvements to Race Question

• The examples provided for the “Other Asian” and “Other Pacific 
Islander” groups were updated

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/user-notes.2020.html
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The American Community Survey
Improvements to Race Question
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2019 ACS Race Question

2020 ACS Race Question



The American Community Survey
Revised Summary File Format
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The Table-based ACS Summary File Format
• Streamlines the ACS SF production by 

delivering only one file.
• Instead of splitting the files by state and 

sequence number, the new format will be by 
table ID.

• Reduces the complexity of the ACS SF from 
over 140,000 files to about 1,000 files.

• Now split by table ID (no longer split by state 
and sequence number)

• One file for each table containing estimates, MOEs, 
for all geographies

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/summary-file.html



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data.html
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The American Community Survey
Comparison Guidance



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html
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The American Community Survey
2021 Data Release Information



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance.html
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The American Community Survey
Data User Resources



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html
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The American Community Survey
Technical Documentation



Proposal
• A federal agency proposes a 

new or changed question.

• Request specifies frequency, 
geographic precision needed, 
and consideration of other 
sources.

• Requests undergo legal, 
technical, and policy review.

• OMB and Census Bureau 
decide whether the change has 
merit.

Testing

• Wording options are 
created and cognitively 
tested.

• Question performance is 
evaluated in a field test.

Evaluation

• Test results are reviewed 
by the Census Bureau 
and requesting federal 
agency.

• The Census Bureau 
solicits public comment 
through a Federal 
Register Notice.

Decision

• A final decision is made 
in consultation with the 
OMB and Interagency 
Council on Statistical 
Policy Subcommittee on 
the ACS.

• If approved, the Census 
Bureau implements the 
change.
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The American Community Survey 
How a Question Becomes Part of the ACS
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The American Community Survey 
2022 ACS Content Test

This test is conducted approximately every five years to improve quality 
of existing questions or test the addition of new questions.

2018

Proposals

2020-21

Cognitive 
Testing

2021-22

Field Testing 
Preparations

2022

Field Testing

2023

Evaluate 
Results

2024

Solicit Public 
Comment & 

Request 
OMB 

Clearance

2025

Implement 
Changes



TOPIC PROPOSED BY PURPOSE OF CHANGE

Household Roster Census Bureau Improve coverage of young children and tenuously 
attached residents

Educational Attainment Census Bureau Reduce errors in reporting of “no schooling completed”

Health Insurance Coverage Census Bureau Include category to reflect the Affordable Care Act, address 
under-reporting of Medicaid, over-reporting of direct 
purchase coverage

Disability National Center for 
Health Statistics

Reflect research on better ways to collect disability data as 
acknowledged by WHO and UN; 
add question on communication

Means of Transportation 
to Work

Census Bureau and Bureau 
of Transportation Statistics

Include ride-hailing

Income/Labor Force/SNAP Census Bureau Align reference period with administrative records data; 
improve instructions

The American Community Survey 
2022 ACS Content Test – Person Level Topics



TOPIC PROPOSED BY PURPOSE OF CHANGE

Sewer (new topic) Environmental Protection Agency 
and Department of Agriculture

Need local data on wastewater infrastructure, 
including septic systems

New Topic

Electric Vehicles (new topic) Energy Information Administration Determine prevalence of electric vehicles

Home Heating Fuel Energy Information Administration Update terminology for natural gas and bottled gas 
categories

Solar Panels (new topic) Energy Information Administration Determine prevalence of household solar panel 
use to generate electricity

Condo Fees Census Bureau Update Condo fee question to include fees paid to 
HOAs

The American Community Survey 
2022 ACS Content Test – Housing Topics



• Purpose: 
• Improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS data. 

• Promote information sharing among data users about key ACS data issues and 
applications.

• Includes users group website and online community 

• ACS Data Users Conference

• Membership is free and open to all interested ACS data users
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acsdatacommunity.prb.org
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Thank You!

Contact:

• Mark.E.Asiala@census.gov

• Nicole.S.Scanniello@census.gov

• acso.users.support@census.gov

Scan to Sign up for Email Alerts ->

mailto:acso.users.support@census.gov

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27



