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New American FactFinder 

• Culmination of two-year effort featuring a 
complete overall redesign of AFF 
– Increases data access effectiveness for users 

– Guides users to their data without forcing them to 
become experts 

– Gives end users more functionality and flexibility 

– Addresses growing usage and data volume needs 

– Provides a platform that evolves over time, 
avoiding technology obsolescence 



  

 
 

    
  

  

New American FactFinder: 

Release 1 (January 18, 2011) 

• New AFF redelivers enchanced core 
functionality of Legacy system 

• Release 1 functionality includes 
– Improved search and navigation services 
– Table services 

• Basic table manipulations (e.g., sorting / filtering) 
• Transposition of rows and columns 

– Mapping services 
• Thematic mapping “on the fly” (only) 

– Basic embargo capability 
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What’s Next? 

Future Releases (and approximate release dates) 

• Release 1.2 (May – August 2011) 
– Mapping upgrade 

• Release 2 (July – October 2011) 
– Narrative profiles 
– Charting services 
– Enhanced Errata capability 
– Download as (.rtf) 
– Sort on multiple columns 
– Format for print, deep linking 
– Advanced Embargo capabilities 
– Ability to download spatial data 
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What’s Next? 

Future Releases (and approximate release dates) 

• Release 3 (TBD) 

– Plans in progress 

• Release 4 (May – June 2012) 

– Functionality for simple user-defined tables 
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Getting Started with 
American FactFinder2 

1. Quick Start 
Self-guided:  Find data by (a) entering a 
topic / table name or geography alone or 

(b) topic / table name and geography 

3. Reference Maps 
Select geography by 

using a map 

2. Topic Search 
Expand selected category for 
additional pre-defined choices 4.  Address Search 

Find census data using 
an address 



 
    

  

 
  

  

1.  Your Selections 
Lists the search words used to find your 

results; easily add and remove selections 
4. Search Results 

Select data to view or download 

2. Search within Results 
Refine your search results by 

entering keywords 

Working with Search Results 

3.  Advanced Search Options 
Geographies 
Population Groups 
Industry Codes 



 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

Search Using Geography: 
Name 

Enter text to look 
for a geography 
name or use the 
geography filters 

Geographic 
Selections are 
added to “Your 
Selections” box 

Search Results 
are updated 



  

   

Search using Geography: 
Address 

Search for geographies by 
entering an address 

Select geographies to add to 
“Your Selections” 



  

 

 

 

Search using Geography: 
Maps 

Select a single 
geography by 
clicking on the map 

Select multiple 
geographies by 
drawing a rectangle 
or circle on the map 

Add the selected 
geographic areas to 
“Your Selections” 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Search using 
Population Groups 

Enter text to look 
for a population 
group or use the 
population group 
filters 

Population 
Groups are 
added to “Your 
Selections” 

Search Results 
are updated 



     
 

 
 

 Search using Industry Codes 

• Enter text to look for an industry 
code or use the industry code filters 

• Industry Codes are added to “Your 
Selections” 

• Search Results are updated 



   

  

View a Table 
View your selected search results 

Bookmark the data for future use 

Print the data 

Download the data in multiple formats 
Excel 
Comma-Delimited 
PDF 



  

 

 

Customize a Table 

Collapse or expand groups of data 
in the table 

Reorder  rows and columns 

Show or hide rows and columns 

Transpose rows and columns 

Reset table to its original view 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





Create a Reference Map 



 Map Tools 



 
  

   

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

Create a 
Thematic Map 

No pre-formatted thematic 
maps - - all are created “on 
the fly” from a table 

Customize the map by 
changing colors and 
transparency 

Customize the map by 
selecting boundaries and 
features to display 

Change the way the data is 
displayed on a map by 
modifying the number of 
classes and classing method 
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Summary: 

Tools & Capabilities 

Manage Rows and Columns 
(Modify Table) 
Collapse / Expand 
Hide Rows and Columns 
Filter Rows 
Show Hidden Rows / Columns 
Transpose Rows / Columns 
Reset Table 

Bookmark a Product 
Bookmark” a product from the 
Search Results or Data Product 
Display page 

Save/Load a Query 
Save your search query for 
future use 

Download Data Products 
Available formats: 
• Database-compatible 

o (.csv) or (.xls) 
• Presentation-ready 

o (.xls) or (.pdf) 

Print a Product 
Print a data product (table or 
map) from the system using your 
Internet browser print capability 



 

 
 

  

  

   
   
  

 

Summary: 

Products and Availability (Legacy AFF) 

• Online through Fall 2011 
– American Community Survey 

• All products since 2005 

– Population Estimates 
• All products since 2006 

– Economic programs 
• 1997, 2002, 2007 Economic Census 
• 2003-2009 Annual Survey of Manufactures 
• 2004-2008 County Business Patterns 
• 2004-2008 Nonemployer Statistics 



 

  

 
  

Summary: 

Products and Availability (New AFF) 

• Now 
– 2000 Census 
– 2008 Population Estimates 

• February – March 2011 
– 2010 Census Redistricting Data (P.L. 94-171 

Summary File) 

• April 2011 
– National Summary File of Redistricting Data 

• Down to American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian areas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dates above refer to the first medium of release



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Summary: 

Products and Availability (New AFF) 

• Late Spring / early Summer 2011 
– ACS 2005-2008 all products 
– Economic Census 2002 
– Annual economic surveys 

• Mid / late Summer 2011 
– Economic Census 2007 
– ACS 2009 all products 

• Fall 2011 
– Sunset of Legacy American FactFinder 



  

 

     

Thank you! 
Seattle Regional Census Center 
Partnership & Data Services 
19820 North Creek Parkway 
Bothell, WA  98011 

Further questions . . . 

Linda Clark 
Information Services Specialist 
linda.clark@census.gov 
425-908-3060 
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